
George joined IP Australia in 2008 as a Deputy Commissioner 
of Patents and Assistant Registrar of Plant Breeder’s Rights. 
In this role he led the activities of 170 staff responsible 
for patent and plant breeder’s rights examination in areas 
such as pharmaceuticals, chemistry, physics, electronics, 
computer systems, mechanical and chemical engineering, 
medical devices and biotechnology.

Prior to this appointment, George held senior positions with 
the Commonwealth Department of Health and Ageing, the 
Therapeutic Goods Administration, and the Department of 

Environment and Heritage. In these positions, Dr Vuckovic 
played a pivotal role in strategic and operational planning 
and business process reform.

George has a Bachelor of Science with First Class Honours 
and a PhD in organic chemistry from the ANU. He is currently 
studying post-graduate law (JD) at the Australian National 
University College of Law.

See George’s profile on Linkedin -  
https://www.linkedin.com/in/georgevuckovic/

Further details about the workshop, eligibility 
criteria and program structure is available 
at https://www.dwma.org.au/ip-workshop-
registration. Applications close 30 July 2018

Dr George Vuckovic
George Vuckovic is currently the General Manager of the Patents Mechanical and 
Oppositions Group of IP Australia. 
He is Australia’s representative on WIPO’s Standing Committee on the Law of Patents and 
is responsible for ensuring that IP Australia’s patent related operations and practices are 
consistent with all applicable laws and treaties.
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Kate specialises in multi-jurisdictional patent, copyright and 
trade mark litigation.  Her significant experience includes 
acting for Samsung in the patent litigation relating to tablets 
and smart phones, for Pacific Brands in the Adidas 3 stripe 
trade mark litigation and currently acting for Lundbeck in the 
escitalopram patent litigation. Kate advises Australian and 
international clients across a range of industries including 
pharmaceutical, medical devices, computer technology and 
software, mining, entertainment and media, fashion and 
consumer goods.

Additionally, Kate is a lead partner in the Corrs technology 
and innovation strategy. She is also a member Corrs’ 
Diversity & Inclusion Council and Corrs’ Scholarship 
Committee.

Further details about the workshop, eligibility 
criteria and program structure is available 
at https://www.dwma.org.au/ip-workshop-
registration. Applications close 30 July 2018

Kate Hay
Partner, Corrs Chambers Westgarth
Kate is a partner at Corrs Chambers Westgarth and is an IP litigator with over 20 years’ 
experience in all aspects of IP enforcement and protection. 
She has acted in many of Australia’s highest profile IP cases including the first treatment 
of the human body patent case and the first shape trade mark case. 
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With over seven years’ experience practising IP law, Rachelle 
has worked across a broad range of IP areas, including 
patents, trademarks and copyright advising on contentious 
and non-contentious matters. Rachelle has enviable track 
record in successfully advising on some of the country’s 
most high profile cases and works with globally recognised 
brands. Rachelle has particular experience in complex 
pharmaceutical and life sciences patent litigation, including 
acting for originators and generic manufacturers.

Rachelle is dual qualified as a pharmacist and has a 
particular interest in the life sciences and renewable energy 
sectors.

Further details about the workshop, eligibility 
criteria and program structure is available 
at https://www.dwma.org.au/ip-workshop-
registration. Applications close 30 July 2018

Rachelle Downie
Senior Associate, Corrs Chambers Westgarth
Rachelle is a Senior Associate at Corrs Chambers Westgarth with a focus on IP law.
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She appears principally in the Federal Court, both in 
Melbourne and interstate, but also makes regular 
appearances before IP Australia in patent, design and trade 
mark hearings. She holds an LLB, a Master of Laws, and 
a Bachelor of Science (Honours) majoring in genetics and 
botany. She is also Registered Trade Mark Attorney and an 
accredited mediator.

Further details about the workshop, eligibility 
criteria and program structure is available 
at https://www.dwma.org.au/ip-workshop-
registration. Applications close 30 July 2018

Susan Gatford
Barrister, Mediator and Trade Mark Attorney
Susan Gatford is an experienced intellectual property counsel at the Victorian Bar, the 
current Chair of Svenson Barristers List S and a member of the Victorian bar council.
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In her role as an Examiner, she assists the Agency by 
examining applications according to the Trade Marks Act 
and Regulations to ensure that Australians have robust 
Intellectual Property rights.

Prior to arriving in Australia in 2004, Ida was working in 
Singapore in the Singapore Trade Marks Office and then 
as an Intellectual Property Lawyer at various firms in 
Singapore. 

Ida has a Bachelor of Laws degree from Singapore and has 
been admitted to practice in Victoria.  She is also a qualified 
Trade Mark Attorney.

Ida has  been a volunteer at various community organisations 
including Fitted for Work, AMES and Brotherhood of St 
Lawrence.  She also acted a mentor for a newly arrived 
migrant with legal qualifications whilst volunteering with 
AMES.

Further details about the workshop, eligibility 
criteria and program structure is available 
at https://www.dwma.org.au/ip-workshop-
registration. Applications close 30 July 2018

Ida Pereira
Ida Pereira is currently a Trade Mark Examiner at IP Australia and joined the Agency in 
2012 after spending 6 years in private practice as a Lawyer and Trade Mark Attorney in 
Melbourne and Perth.
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In this role, Keith Wagg decides matters involving review
of decisions made under the Patents Act 1990 and Patent 
Regulations 1991.  These decisions include third party 
oppositions to the grant of patents, entitlement disputes, 
pharmaceutical term extensions, allowability of amendments 
as well as procedural matters such as extensions of time. 
Keith Wagg previously worked as an Examiner of Patents
in the Chemical Out-posted Section, the Melbourne IP Office
(MIPO), and the Chemical Section (C2) at IP Australia.

Keith Wagg joined IP Australia as an Examiner of Patents in 
2007 after studying a PhD in the Department of Medicinal 
Chemistry at Victorian College of Pharmacy (now Monash 
Institute of Pharmaceutical Sciences).  Keith Wagg holds a 
Master of Intellectual Property Law from the University of 
Melbourne (2010) and a Bachelor of Science (Honours) from 
the ANU (2003). 

Further details about the workshop, eligibility 
criteria and program structure is available 
at https://www.dwma.org.au/ip-workshop-
registration. Applications close 30 July 2018

Keith Wagg
Keith Wagg is delegated as a Hearings Officer for the Commissioner of Patents at IP 
Australia.
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